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THE REVIEW OF MAULANA SAID AHMED AKBARABADI HAS BEEN PUBLISHED IN 
A MAGAZINE ISLAMIC CULTURE VOL-LIV -NO. 2 (PAGES 132-133) APRIL \1980, 


HYDERABAD, INDIA. 


ALLAMA IBN TAYMIYYAH AND HIS CONTEMPORARY ULAMA 
by Mawlana Shah Abul Hasan Zaid Faroogi, smajl size; pages etl 
price not mentioned, address: Dargah Shah Abul Khair Marg,Delhi-6. 


The personality of Allama Ibn Taymiyyah (b.1268 d.1328) has 
always been controversial among the ulama of various sects of 
Guay Islam, On the one hand he was one of the greatest erudite scholars et 
« ever born in Islam. He combined in his person rare qualities of A 
fy) heart and mind. He was a versatile author and a very forceful 
aN) writer and orator. Practically he lived an austere,simple and 
ez pious life. On the other hand he was a bitter critic of those 
Wey; great scholars of Islam like Ghazali and Ibn Arabi from whom he 
Qn] differed on certain points. In his criticism of his opponents he 
-was imprudent, intemperate and intolerant. He seems to have been a 
|man of contradictions on account of which he got equally a large 
number of friends and foes,admirers and critics, supporters and 
adversaries. — , 
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Having drunk deep Islamic as well as Greek sciences at the 
} hand of great and well-reputed scholars of the age,Ibn Taymiyyah 
began his career as a teacher.When he was only 20,even at this 
young age his deep knowledge of a wide range of subjects coupled 
-with oratory and versatile writings -won him fame and name through- 
cut the Islamic world and his contemporary ulama of great repute Cw 
‘showered praise upon him,which he deserved upto the age of 40.He Y 
is supposed to have been a Hanbalite,in fact. he was a free thinker Aw! 
As such he was bold. enough to bluntly express his personal views Ve 
on certain important issues of Islamic creed,as definitely opposed (+) 
to the consensus of ulama.An analytical survey of Ibn Taymiyyah's eal 
books,more or less one hundred ‘in number,reveals that his differen- | 
ces with the popular observations of ulama,lie in the following’ 
categories:- 2 § x 
(1) His difference with the major opinion of Imam. Ahmad bin 
Hanbal though he claims to be a follower of. the Imam. a 
, (2) On 16 occasions he has ignored the opinion of Imam Ahmad 
-bin Hanbal in toto and adopted the opinion of any one of the 
remaining three Imams.- 


(3) On 39 occasions he has ignored the.juristic opinion of babe 
all four Imams and has given his own independent verdict. v\\¢ 


y 
(4) On 39 occasions he has ignored the unanimous opinion and he) 
consensus Of Ummah and exercised his own free choice arbitrarily, ry 


The last category termed as rarities or exclusive opinions J, 


of Ibn Taymiyyah ( ) which inter alia include (a) WAZ 
his anthropomorphic interpretation of the ( ) (b) 
his declaration that to make journey for the main purpose of . 
visiting the tomb of the Prophet (Peace be upon Him) is illegal, 
(c) and his declaration that divorce declared during the period 
of menstruation is invalid created havoc in the Islamic world 
with the result that even many of the staunch admirers of Ibn 
Taymiyyah from amongst contemporary ulama turned out to be his 
bitter critics at his advanced age when he began to express his 
"exclusive opinion with greater force and obduration". a Particular 
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sect of Islam has since been perfectly sincere and faithful to 
Ibn Taymiyyah, while some sects denounced him toally. Apart from 
these two groups who take an objective view of the situation 
concerned, they are full of admiration for Ibn Taymiyyah for his 
erudition, high scholarship, achievements and remarkable con- 
tributions to Islamic literature, nevertheless they refuse to 
accept the views of Ibn Taymiyyah which come under any.of the 
four categories mentioned above. This third group stands by 
self-restrained while taking into consideration the merits and 
reas demerits of Ibn Taymiyyah in order to determine his real status 
es a position ag one of the greatest theologians and erudities of 
Islam. 7 


ay The learned author of the book under review, who himself 
rh is a well-reputed scholar of Islamic science and a sufi of first 
ad order, belongs to the above third group. As such in an attempt 

to show both sides of the picture, he after giving a life 

sketch of Ibn Taymiyyah, has thorough discussed the view of 
contemporary ulama of Ibn Taymiyyah concerning him and has 

given his own reasons based on the Quran, Hadith and the writings 
of undisputed luminaries of Islam in order to justify or 
contradict the statements made by Ibn Taymiyyah. 


The whole treatise is indeed a piece of great scholarship. 
It is enlightening and worth reading. The preface of the | 
treatise written by Dr.Muhammad Abdul Sattar Khan of Osmania Fl 


University provides an account of the biography and accomplish- 
ments of the learned author. This is an added charm to the 
beauty of the book. : 
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-SAID AHMED AKBARABADI - 
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